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Our stylish V6 long termer takes a trip
over the Alps to meet its maker at the
Pininfarina factory. By Hugo Andreae

¢ reckon we've increased
the value of our long-

term Peugeot 406 coupe
inmensurably by the
addition of one extra.

g secondhand guru John

Coates to get an estimate of its
worth, but it not something
that appears in the trade guides.
In fact, it not an

—

Pininfarina's signature on boot lid

option that Peugeot offers, and
we had to drive all the way to
Turin to get it, So what ia
the mystery addition? A
turbocharper? A body kit? No,
just the signature of the man
responsible for one of the warld's
best-looking coupes seribbled on
the underside of the boot lid.
That man & Andrea
Pininfarina, managing director
¥ Industrie Pininfarina SpA.
He may not have wislded the
pen that aketched the coupe™
elegant linen, but he is
responsible for convincing

his company
Today,
85 per cent of Pininfanina’s
not from

y but from

Peugeot to let

{esign and build it.

LUInOver Cothes
{esigning car
OuidIng thousands of them
from the ground up

T'his year's output is expected
1o top 43,000 vehicles, from the
Lancis Kappas Wagon to the
Bontley Azure, Yes, Bentlev
sends bodyahells all the way to
Turin tor Pininfarins to
wetemble them at the stately
rate of one per day.

But we are here on & voyage
of discovery for our long-term
106 coupe, not 1o ogle an export
[rom Crewe, 50 we are ushered
vway 1o the Peugeot assembly
ine Lo walch the hypnotisng
of transforming the bare
i & 406 suloon into a

proces
lu.xw».
fully dressed coupe
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Price on arrival (March '88)
£26.99¢

Trade value now £21 45

Options Metalic pant (R245), slectiome
darpmg contrad (LR3)
Overall mpg 250
Expenses e
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Pengeol coupo’s styling stands
comparisen with Ferrari 456

Managing director Andrea |
Pinintarina af the Turin tagiery
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Snapper Stun Papior, who
runs our long-term car, s
eestatle. He hoa always
maintained that the coupe 1s
more Itallan than French
Andrea's confirmation that,
except for the [loorpan and
engine, overything is supplied by

talian compatiies only serves to
stoke up Papior’s Latin fervour.

When | mention the visual
similarity to Ferruris 456 a
slight wrinkling of Pininfarina’s

forehead betrays his frustration
at having all his work jJudged by
Ferrari stundards, but he's quick
to reassure us that Ferrarn is not
concerned by the resemblance
“Maybe I Pininfarina ereated
an awful ear Ferrari would be

t, but we wouldn't put our

' 8 .l". acar’

$ W Speak, a rolling chassss
i whoeeled into position for the
{irst of many production line

processes and & small army of



pxyacetyiene toreh bearers
deseend on it, They slice off the
rear door mounts and headlight
settings ta ¢ way for the
coupe’s slimmer projector lights.
Then it's on with the side panels
and rear wings and off to the
welding b

Unlike most modern factories
a lot of the construction proce:

Our long termer gets its loasa alr
con hose tidied up ol the lactory

12 done by hand. People rather
than robots wield the tools, and
it’s extraordinary to wateh the

precisior

1 and speed with which

the eraftemen remove thi
offending welding seams

between

Laser

roof and roar wing

heck the linished ite

for incon

sistencies, but the

aren’t many reje
I'his reliance on manunl
labour gives th

flexibilit

v to builc

oiff
same roof
entrusts the Job of &
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Pininfarina’s conversion of 406 to coupe begins with a team of welders

¢ the coupe and 306 cabriolet to
Pininfarina rather than doing it
all in-house, Andrea whispers
that it wouldn't look good to
say that Pininfarina is better in
eost and quality.

I ask him if there’s anything
thiat be would have liked to
change about the coupe, such as
the ordinary looking dashboard,
“We always knew that the
muanagement decision was to
carry over the instruments, so
we added some chuaracter

changes and left it at that, Of

Pinintarina products include
306 cabrio, 406 coupe and Arure

course there are things which
could be perfected — to admit it
could not be any better would
kill any incentive to try harder
the next time - but we also
demigned this car with ease of
manufaeture in mind, That's
why there are so few chunges
between the concept and the
finished product and why we are
20 happy with the result.”

It’s hard to disagree. |'ve been
following Stan in the 406 all the
way [rom London to Turin in an
Integra R, and much as ['ve
enjoyed the Honda's screaming
VTEC engine and

communicative chasmns, there's
no way Lhat it can compote with
the Pougeot on style, And the
406 33 also & darned sight more
comfortable thun the crumped,
noisy, stiffly sprung Honda,

Even flat out on the autobahn
at an indicated 134mph, the 406
remains o quiet and eomposed
campanion. Pininfarina admits
that perfecting the coupe’s
frameless doors and window
seils was one of the biggest
hurdles to overcome, requiring
extensive testing in the recently
finished wind tunnei before the
solution was found

On the way down from the
Alps into Turin, the big Peugeot
does fee!l a little remote next to
the super-sharp Integra, but
that is the price you pay for its
vastly superior ride comfort
and relinement,

Two other factors which
campound its long-distance
superiority are the huge fuel

PEUGEOT 406 COUPE V6

Car being run for 12 months

Introduced to the UK Septomber 1897
Changes since then fione

Likes Fahudous styling. gutsy V8 enging,
handing fnesse, wonderfil seats. sheer

Distikes Hursinum faca

What makes it special?

Latest in 4 long fne of Pinmfanne-styled
Peugeots uses faorpan brom 405 saloon bt
is 60mm longer. Pawered by 2 60deg V8, 1t
has oberal adagtve damging contral that
matzhes suspension performasee o raad
congitions. Cabin chanes Inchuds leather
seats and alumnium gear lever

Mast work dona by men, not robots

tank - the gauge would still be
reading half full when the
Honda was running on fumes -
and its aecommodating 390-litre
boot. Once Paplor had loaded
all his camera equipment into
the boot, there was still room for
enough spare undies to keep us
on speaking terms.

Our visit coneludes in the
trimming departmoent, where we
take the opportunity to have a
dangling hose from the air
conditioning unit reattached
under the bumper.

It appears that a retaining
clip has come adrift at some
stage, but the fact that the
Pininfaring men have to remove
the undertray to manoeuvre the
hose back into position suggests

Key components sourced In Italy

to us that the hose may not
have been correctly positioned
in the first place. Not that we
wish to push the issue while we
are guests of the man himaelf,
but, just to be sure, we get
permission to take it on a couple
of laps of the test eircuit, Before

Coupe has near-stock Peugeot dash

the coupes are shipped off, they
are tested on this short, sinuous
circuit full of purpose-built
potholes und rough paving. If
nothing else, the test drive
reassures us that its chassis
remaing as solid and rattle-free
us the day 1t arrived.

The last thing we do before
packing up the ear and sayving
faroewell to its birthplaece i to

ask Pininfarina to

]

Factory builds 40,000 cars a year

scrawl his moniker on the boot
id and poss for 2 snapshol, He
looks faintly embarrassed but
agrees to our request on one
condition: that the third
member of our party, a hired
hand called Luke Craft, signs a
photo of himsel! with the name
Teonardo DiCaprio,

*1t's for my daughter,” he
quickly nesures us, “You look so
like him she will never know the
difference.” And with that he
slips the photograph into his
immaculately tailored breast
pocket and disappears off to
yet another beard mesting, ©

Qur 406 returns to the Turin test track
18 months after iis pre-shipment laps
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